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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This is a replay to the application filed on 10/15/04 in which, claims 1-14 are 
pending. Claim 1 and 3 are independent, claims 2-12 and 14 are dependent. 

Priority 

2. Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/15/04 been 
reviewed. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 
Accordingly, the examiner is considering the information disclosure statement. 

Drawings 

4. Figure 8 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only 
that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
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applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

6. Claims 1, 3, 5, 9, 10, 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Serizawa et al. (USP 7,006,264). 

With respect to claim 1 , Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ) comprising: a film set 
section (i.e., film reel 42 of fig 3) at which a film is set and from which the set film is fed 
(film is set on film real 42, from which the set film is fed by film fed roller 85 and 86 via 
guide 46 and 47 of fig 3, col.7, lines1-5+); a first detecting section (sensor 60 of fig 5) 
which detects starting positions of respective frame images of the film fed from the film 
set section, (co.5, lines 64-65) and positions of marks (hole 17b of picture frame 17a of 
fig 5, to be scanned, col. 5, lines 60-65) formed outside the respective frame images 
(hole 17b of picture frame 17a to be scanned col.5, lines 60-65); a storing section 
(storage medium 19a of fig 1) which sets and stores, on the basis of the starting 
positions of the respective frame images (film 17 of fig 3) and the positions of the marks 
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(holes 17b of fig 3) detected by the first detecting section, (sensor 60 of fig 5, col.6, lines 
25-28+), a position of a frame corresponding mark, (17b of fig 5) which corresponds to 
the starting position, every each of the frame images (col. 3, lines 47-53); a second 
detecting section, (initial position sensor 76 of fig 5) provided at downstream side of the 
first detecting section, which detects the position of the frame corresponding mark every 
each of the frame images (sensor 76 for detecting the position of the film 17, 
corresponding to the mark [i.e., hole 17b col.6, lines 25-30); and an image reading 
section (reading section 21 of fig 3) which reads each of the image frames in order of 
frame number thereof on the basis of the stored contents in the storing section (memory 
19a of fig 1) and detection data detected by the second detecting section (sensor 76 for 
detecting the position of the film 17, corresponding to the mark [i.e., hole 17b col.6, lines 
25-30). 

With respect to claim 3, Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ) comprising, wherein 
the mark formed outside the frame image is a perforation formed at the film (film hole 
17b of fig 5, formed outside the image or picture area of the film frame 17 of fig 5). 

With respect to claim 5, Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ), further comprising a 
determining section which judges at least one of direction of a surface of the film and 
type of the film (col. 7, lines 40-44). 
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With respect to claim 7, Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1), wherein the 
determination is made by the determining section (controller 61 of fig 4) by detecting a 
bar code provided at the film (controller 61 determine by detecting barcode provided on 
the film, col. 10, line 12-30+). 

With respect to claim 9, Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ), wherein the 
determination is made by the determining section (controller 61 of fig 4) by detecting 
silver on the film with infrared light (col.3, lines 65 through col.4, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 10, Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ), wherein the 
determination is made by the determining section (controller 61 of fig 4) by detecting 
silver on the film with infrared light (col.3, lines 65 through col.4, lines 1-5). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ), further comprising a 
pre-scanning section, (reading section 21 of fig 8D) provided at upstream side of the 
image reading section, which carries out a pre-scanning of the film (col.8, lines 35-40). 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,429 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2625 

With respect to claim 13, Serizawa '264' shows or discloses an image reading 
apparatus (image scanner for photographic film as shown in fig 1 ) comprising: a film set 
section (i.e., film reel 42 of fig 3) at which a film is set and from which the set film is fed 
(film is set on film real 42, from which the set film is fed by film fed roller 85 and 86 via 
guide 46 and 47 of fig 3, col.7, lines1-5+); a first detecting section (sensor 60 of fig 5) 
which detects starting positions of respective frame images of the film fed from the film 
set section, (co.5, lines 64-65) and positions of marks (hole 17b of picture frame 17a of 
fig 5, to be scanned, col. 5, lines 60-65) formed outside the respective frame images 
(hole 17b of picture frame 17a to be scanned col.5, lines 60-65); a storing section 
(storage medium 19a of fig 1 ) which sets and stores, on the basis of the starting 
positions of the respective frame images (film 17 of fig 3) and the positions of the.marks 
(holes 17b of fig 3) detected by the first detecting section, (sensor 60 of fig 5, col. 6, lines 
25-28+), a position of a frame corresponding mark, (17b of fig 5) which corresponds to 
the starting position, every each of the frame images (col. 3, lines 47-53); a second 
detecting section, (initial position sensor 76 of fig 5) provided at downstream side of the 
first detecting section, which detects the position of the frame corresponding mark every 
each of the frame images (sensor 76 for detecting the position of the film 17, 
corresponding to the mark [i.e., hole 17b col.6, lines 25-30); and an image reading 
section (reading section 21 of fig 3) which reads each of the image frames in order of 
frame number thereof on the basis of the stored contents in the storing section (memory 
19a of fig 1) and detection data detected by the second detecting section (sensor 76 for 
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detecting the position of the film 17, corresponding to the mark [i.e., hole 17b col.6, lines 
25-30). 

Claims Objected to having Allowable subject matter 

7. Claims 2, 4, 6, 8, 12 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

With respect to claims 2, 4, 6, 8 and 12 are objected to for having a subject mater 
that the searched prior arts and of the record neither teach or suggest an image reading 
apparatus, wherein the storing section estimates and stores a starting position of a 
frame image which cannot be detected by the first detecting section, and a position of a 
frame corresponding mark which corresponds to the starting position of the frame image 
which cannot be detected by the first detecting section, on the basis of a starting 
position of a frame image of the film, which can be detected by the first detecting 
section, and a position of a frame corresponding mark which corresponds to the starting 
position of the frame image which can be detected by the first detecting section. 

With respect to claim 14, is objected to for having a subject mater that the 
searched prior arts and of the record neither teach or suggest an image reading 
apparatus, wherein the storing section estimates and stores a starting position of a 
frame image which cannot be detected by the first detecting section, and a position of a 
frame corresponding mark which corresponds to the starting position of the frame image 
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which cannot be detected by the first detecting section, on the basis of a starting 
position of a frame image of the film, which can be detected by the first detecting 
section, and a position of a frame corresponding mark which corresponds to the starting 
position of the frame image which can be detected by the first detecting section. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. USP 6952294; USP 5233386; USP6208812; all of the prior art 
cited are directed to image scanner fro photographic film processing. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Moore David can be reached on 571-272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Negussie Worku 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 



